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Golden Ratio statues presented to five Australian smart city organisations 

Five Australian smart city organisations have received the Golden Ratio statue in recognition for their 
future collaboration with the Global Smart City and Community Coalition (GSC3). 

The presentation followed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the GSC3 
and the Australian Smart Communities Association (ASCA), ACT Government, City of Ipswich, Greater 
Sydney Committee and Lake Macquarie City Council. 

GSC3 Chairman Bram Reinders said the Golden Ratio, which symbolised the power of collaboration and 
the new relationships forged between the Dutch-led GSC3 and the five Australian organisations, provided 
a platform for collaboration by sharing challenges and best practices.  

“One of the most important challenges for smart cities and communities is working together and sharing. 
However, sharing smart, sustainable and scalable solutions with other cities and communities is difficult 
and this is where the GSC3 can lend a hand.” 

ASCA Executive Director Paul Budde said while all five signatories were leaders in the Australian smart city 
area, this new relationship would not only inspire and empower them, it would connect them with other 
smart communities worldwide. 

The MOUs were signed during the week-long Dutch Smart City Mission which included the Dutch-
Australian Smart City Summit held in Sydney on 3 November. 

Mr Budde said 140 delegates attended the summit to hear about smart city developments in Australia 
and The Netherlands. There were also panel discussions about how private industry, local businesses and 
research organisations could work together to develop smart city technologies. 

“There are many advantages to being a smart city or community – greater efficiency, lower costs, a 
healthy living environment and reliable infrastructure – which all lead to a better quality of life,” Mr 
Reinders said. 

“Our focus is on putting people first and developing smart solutions to deliver community services to 
meet their needs, as well as benefiting the planet.” 

Her Majesty Queen Maxima of the Netherlands attended the summit and witnessed the signing 
ceremony between the GSC3 and ASCA President Michael Whereat, Lucy Turnbull (Chair of the Greater 
Sydney Committee), and Mayor Kay Fraser (Lake Macquarie City Council). 

Earlier this week, an MOU was signed in Canberra by Geoffrey Rutledge, Deputy Director General, Chief 
Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate and in the City of Ipswich by Mayor Paul 
Pisasale. 

The Smart City Summit was held as part of the Dutch King and Queen’s official State Visit to Australia to 
celebrate the landing of Dirk Hartog on the West Australian Coast 400 years ago.  
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Australian Smart Communities Association 

The Australian Smart Communities Association (ASCA) facilitates, promotes and advises on how 
communities can build liveable, sustainable, workable smart cities. We put our citizens, local businesses 
and stakeholders at the core of our activities. 

Our members are made up of local governments, Regional Development Australia committees, Regional 
Organisations of Councils, industry, businesses and individuals who collectively represent 8.1 million 
Australians - or 1 in 3 Australians. 

The adoption of smart technology in city/town management, energy, water, health and transport, along 
with high-speed broadband, could add more than 70,000 jobs to the Australian economy and bring 1.5 
percent growth to Australia’s Gross Domestic Product within five years. 

www.australiansmartcommunities.org.au  

 

Global Smart City and Community Coalition (GSC3)  

GSC3 is a network organisation of cities, communities and regions to share solutions pursuing sustainable 
living worldwide. It provides a platform for civic collaboration by sharing challenges, best practices and 
verified solutions.  

https://gsc3.city/ 

 

http://www.australiansmartcommunities.org.au/
https://gsc3.city/

